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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I found the reference you requested in my files after a bit of searching. It is 
from Votes and Proceedings of the Fourteenth General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey...Being the Second Sitting (New Brunswick: Abraham Blauvelt, 1790), 
pp. 50-51 under date June 7, 1790. 


On May 20 Messrs. Rutherford, Witherspoon, and Clement were formed into a 
committee to "...engquire into the cause of the depreciation of the Copper Coin 
of this State and report the same to the house.” On May 24 the state treasurer 
wrote a letter to the house, asking that NJ coppers no longer be received in 
payment of taxes. On June 7, the committee troika made their report. 


The section you are interested in reads as follows: 

"That the depreciation of the Copper Coin appears to be entirely owing to the 
fraudulent practises of persons who have stamped Bermingham and Connecticut 
Coppers with the same impression as those of this state, and have afterwards 
passed them to others;...That the New-Jersey Coppers lately passed at fifteen 
for a shilling, the rate directed by law, and the Bermingham and Connecticut 
Coppers could at the same time be procured for forty five for a shilling, and 
that some persons have availed themselves of the difference and have changed the 
impression of a considerable quantity of light and base Coppers, converting one 
shillings worth of those Coppers into three shillings worth of New Jersey 
Coppers, which practise has occassioned so great a depreciation of the Coppers 
in this State that in some places they do not circulate, and in other places they 
pass at an unequal and uncertain value from 48 to 36 for a shilling though they 
lately circulated at their full value, even in neighboring states where no other 
Coppers would pass." 


The committee recommended that an enquiry be conducted to establish the 
identities of those overstriking NJ coppers. They offered no opinion as to 
whether NJ coppers should any longer be receivable for payments of state taxes. 
I hope this helps. Nice talking with you this morning. 

Yours truly 
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Michael Hodder 


